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investors, move his facilities to New York State and become quite well known.  Charles R. 

Wheeler stayed in Farmington, Maine, crafted bamboo rods and led the band until shortly before 

his death in 1916.  The readers of the Franklin Journal of April 21, 1916, learned that their 

beloved leader of Wheeler’s Band died of tuberculosis, the same affliction that plagued Fly Rod 

Crosby.  The paper eulogized Charles Wheeler as a “Pioneer in the Bamboo Fishing Rod 

Industry.”  
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